
XII. That hygienically and therapeutically the action of these analo-
gous natural and artificial physical and chemical compounds of oxygen
and nitrogen,- is of an unique and specific character, being not only active
and useful in the production and evolution of the. mutations and mate-
rials essential to the normal con-structive, formative or ascending organic
scale, but also in the e?e-structive, degenerative or descending scale of or-
ganization, while at the same time they additionally promote the more
ultimate functions and operations of both vegetable and animal life in
their special or separate and universal and aggregate relations. And
hence by thus powerfully and peculiarly acting in strict accordance
with the true hygienic and therapeutic principles, on all parts of the
vital circle and economy at the same time, are totally different from and
superior to all other agents in the prevention and correction of certain
forms of local and general derangement and modification of the organism.
Philadelphia, July \9th, 1853.

IMPERFORATE ANUS.
[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.]

While residing in Frankfort, Maine, about three years since, I attended
Mi's. W. in her first confinement. She was delivered of a large, apparently
healthy, and well-developed male child, in which I could perceive no de-
fect whatever. Twenty-four hours afterwards, was notified by the nurse

that the child had passed neither urine nor faeces. On examination, it
proved to be a case of imperforate anus, of a very unusual character.
The rectum had terminated in a cul de sac, high up in the pelvis, and
communicating with the bladder. There was not the slightest rudiment
of an outlet to the gut, nor any mark to indicate where it should be. No
distension of the integuments denoted a pressure of the faeces within.
The genital organs were somewhat deformed. The testicles well developed,
but there was a mere apology for a penis, with the urethra terminating
near its root, just above the scrotum.
Having introduced a bent silver probe into the bladder, its removal was

followed by a jet of urine and thin faeculent matter. The probe was
also covered with meconium. In deciding upon an operation, I reasoned
thus :—As it is uncertain how far it will be necessary to dissect in order
to reach the rectum, the danger of wounding arteries beyond the reach of
the ligature will be very great. Should it be necessary to carry the dis-
section any great distance, the patient will probably die in my hands. And
then, should he survive the operation, the fact of the communication be-
tween the gut and the urinary organs, would render the ultimate success

of the operation quite uncertain, to say nothing of the difficulty of pre-
serving a proper opening. On the other hand, the child must die.
With the advice and assistance of Drs. Edmund and Charles Abbott,

I made an incision through the skin and cellular membrane, from the ex-

tremity of the coccyx, along the perineum, about two and a half inches.
No muscular fibres were divided. Dissected carefully up the natural
course of the bowel about one and a half inch, where the rectum presented
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itself, terminating in a cul de sac and enormously distended with faeces.
This was freely laid open, and a copious evacuation ensued, giving entire
relief to the little sufferer. No blood-vessel requiring ligature was

wounded. The divided parts were kept from adhering together, at first
by tents well oiled, and afterwards by,a tubejvilh_a^Jmtton on the end,
which was made to order. Much trouble was at first experienced in re-
taining the tube, as its introduction would produce violent straining and
evacuation, but the parts, after a while, became accustomed to the irrita-
tion. In a few weeks the parts were entirely healed, and an artificial anus
established, to all appearance as good as natural. Fortunately, after the
operation, no faeces ever appeared in the urine, nor was there any reason
to believe that the urine ever passed into the rectum.
The child, at the age of one year, was remarkably large and vigorous.

The family removed from the place, and I have not heard from the child
since. As the sphincter muscle is wanting, he must necessarily experience
some inconvenience on that account. It is a circumstance worthy of re-
mark that this patient, scarcely twenty-four hours old, never cried during
the operation, thus putting to shame those robust persons, of mature age,
who cannot bear the extraction of a tooth without the use of ether.
If you deem the above case of sufficient importance to deserve a place

in your Journal, I may, as I have leisure, send you, from my note-book,
others which are somewhat out of the common course.

NoahGilman,M.D.South Deerfield, Aug. 23,South Deerfield, Aug. 23, 1853.

QUACKERY.
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.

Sir,—My attention has at this time been particularly called to the sub-
ject of quackery, from noticing in our daily papers the announcement of
a physician from Philadelphia, of some considerable eminence, now occu-

pying rooms at one of our hotels, who holds forth to the public in an

advertisement, which I give below, his special skill in the cure of one
branch of the " ills to which flesh is heir," with the names and testimony
of several distinguished men of the profession attached.
[The writer here gives the advertisement. It is headed " Important

to the Deaf," and is in the name of Dr. Hartley, proprietor of an Ear
Infirmary in Philadelphia. " Testimonials " are appended from Professors
Willard'Parker, Valentine Mott and John H. Whitaker, of New York.
It seems hardly worth while to transfer it to our pages.—Ed.]
It appears to me that Dr. Hartley, in travelling from place to place, and

publishing in the public prints, wherever he may make a stand, his supe-
rior skill and experience, notwithstanding it is confined to a particular
disease, should meet the disapprobation of the entire medical profession.
For a few years past the profession has seemed to manifest some increased
interest in devising means to rid the people of the scourge of unprincipled
quacks, and to this end many methods have been proposed, each possess-
ing within itself some degree of efficiency, and all going to show at least
the good will and wish of the proposers ; but so long as " itinerant doc-
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